
Text Study on Elijah at the Seder, 2021 

Elijah the prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the Giladite, quickly in our day, let him come to us 
with the messiah, David’s descendent. 

Pour out Your wrath on the nations who do not know You and on the countries who do not 
upon You.  For they have devoured Jacob and desolated his home. Pour Your anger over them, 
and let Your fury overtake them. Pursue them in fury and destroy them beneath Adonai’s sky. 

 

Mishkan HaSeder 

Known as a miracle worker, 

Elijah is legendary for acts of kindness and healing, 

and for raising up the poor and the weak. 

At the end of his days on earth, 

his disciple Elisha had a vision of Elijah carried aloft in a fiery chariot. 

Many are the folktales of Elijah’s return to earth 

to befriend and serve the sick, the helpless, and the suffering. 

Those tales, in which he often appears as a beggar or a sage,  

offer a glimpsed alternative to the rampant poverty and persecution 

that afflicted many Jewish communities. 

The vast storehouse of Elijah legends points to the Messianic Age— 

a future redemption— 

when the most difficult conflicts will be resolved. 

And, indeed, Elijah is known as the forerunner of the Messiah: 

a messenger from God who inspires hope where there is grief, 

and teaches humble faith where there is doubt and uncertainty. 

(Hara Person and Jessica Greenbaum, CCAR 2021) 

 

  



Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Horowitz (Ropshitz, Poland, 18th Century) used to go around the Seder table 
inviting each participant to pour from their personal cup into Elijah’s cup. This symbolizes the 
Kabbalistic concept that Divine action will occur when there is a corresponding human action, 
an awakening from below that precedes it.  In some families, each participant helps to fill 
Elijah’s cup of future redemption, while, silently or aloud, making a particular wish for a better 
year. May it come true with our own initiative and then with God’s help. 

(from A Night To Remember, Mishael Zion and Naom Zion) 

 

Jeffrey Goldberg 

We interrupt this celebration of liberation to bring you a word from the Jewish id. “Pour out 
Thy wrath,” we demand of God. But wait. We moderns have been told that we are opening the 
door for Elijah as a way of signaling our readiness to work for a better time, a messianic age 
free of strife and unfairness.  Aren’t we opening the door to the poor, and to the people of all 
nations, inviting them to come eat with us and learn with us? Well, yes, but we open doors, and 
close doors, for many reasons.  

In the ghettos of Europe, Jews opened their doors at this moment in the seder for two 
fascinating and conflicting reasons. One was to let the gentiles see that, yes, indeed, the Jews 
were doing what they claimed they were doing, having an innocent meal together—no 
Christian children being slaughtered here, thank you very much. At the same time, employing 
words not understood by their neighbors, the Jews were venting their anger at the gentiles who 
were making their lives a misery.  

The anger of our ghetto ancestors was understandable. Why not let powerless people have 
their fantasies of justice and revenge? But should we pour out our wrath today, onto societies 
that accept us? Or, to ask the question another way, is righteous anger, even aimed at ancient 
enemies, and not our neighbors, ennobling or distorting? Anger, channeled destructively, can 
lead to vindictiveness, to a kind of constricting tribalism that sees everyone on the other side of 
our circled wagons as an enemy. Destructive anger is one of the great dangers of our age. 
Technology has, among other things, enabled the instantaneous transmission of invective; the 
Internet is used all too often to demonize and polarize. The Talmud tell us that God loves the 
man who does not get angry.  

But isn’t anger also a useful motivator? Isn’t there such a thing as righteous anger? The 
abolitionists were angry; the suffragists were angry; Herzl was angry; Gandhi was angry. But 
they poured their wrath not into vengeful violence, but into new foundations of justice. But 
how do we know when our constructive anger becomes dangerous? Can we ever trust our 
emotions? Or is that why we have law—because we can’t. 

(from New American Haggadah, Jonathan Safran Foer) 



Mishkan HaSeder 

Here at this tale of abundance, 

we remember our people’s despair: 

crusades, pogroms— 

and we pour out our hearts. 

Here at this feast of empathy for the stranger and the hungry, 

we remember our people’s tragedies: 

Inquisition, Shoah— 

and we pour out our souls. 

Let these memories of despair and tragedy 

lead us to repair the world. 

Let us pour out our hearts and souls 

for the sake of tikkun olam… 

 

 













Readings for Passover 2021/ 5781
Tonight we dip the egg in salt

water like bowls of tears.
Elijah comes with the fierce

early spring bringing prophecy.

that cracks open the head
swollen with importance.

Every day there is more work
to do and stronger light.

– from Marge Piercy, “Beytzeh, Season of the egg”

We open the door for Elijah…
because the prophets of Israel offer a different vision:

a world reshaped by kindness,
openness, generosity, and love…

We open the door for Elijah…
and fill his cup to the brim,

because the hope he promises
fills our hearts to overflowing.

– from Mishkan Haseder, a new Reform Jewish Haggadah
edited by Rabbi Hara Person and Jessica Greenbaum

While the return of Elijah is left to the future and all its potential, Miriam is present with us always. 
She is here to provide healing, inspiration, and wisdom. She and her waters sustain us as we await Elijah.  

There is still a long journey to freedom, a long while before Elijah can herald the messianic age. 
Miriam the Prophet call us to work for—not wait for—that day. 

– from A Night of Questions, edited by Rabbis Joy Levitt and Michael Strassfeld


